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Texas Senate 
Senate Committee on Education  

 
Title Contact Address Phone 
Clerk Holly Mabry  (512) 463-0355 
Chair Senator Florence Shapiro: 

District 8  
Capitol Address 
The Honorable Florence Shapiro 
P.O. Box 12068 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

(512) 463-0108  
(512) 463-7579 Fax 

  District Address 
5000 Legacy Dr., Ste. 494 
Plano, Texas 75024 

(972) 403-3404 
(972) 403-3405 Fax 

Members Senator Kip Averitt:  
District 22  

Capitol Address 
The Honorable Kip Averitt 
P.O. Box 12068 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

(512) 463-0122  
(512) 475-3729 Fax 
 

  District Address 
River Square Center 
215 Mary, Suite 303 
Waco, TX 76701 

(254) 772-6225  
(254) 776-2843 Fax 
 

  1100 E. Highway 377, Suite 103 
Granbury, Texas 76048 

(817) 573-9622  
(817) 579-7172 Fax 
 

 Senator Steve Ogden:  
District 5 

Capitol Address 
The Honorable Steve Ogden 
P.O. Box 12068 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

(512) 463-0105 
(512) 463-5713 Fax 
 

  District Address 
3740 Copperfield Dr., Suite 103 
Bryan, TX 77802 

(979) 776-0521  
(979) 776-8951 Fax 

  309 W. Main St., Suite 115 
Round Rock, TX 78664 

(512) 828-5224 
(512) 828-5229 Fax 

 Senator Dan Patrick:  
District 7 

Capitol Address 
The Honorable Dan Patrick 
P.O. Box 12068 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

(512) 463-0107 
(512) 463-8810 Fax 
 

  District Address 
11451 Katy Freeway, Suite 209 
Houston, Texas 77079  

(713) 464-0282  
(713) 461-0108 Fax 
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 Senator Leticia Van de Putte: 

District 26 
Capitol Address 
Senate District 26 
P.O. Box 12068 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

(512) 463-0126 
(512) 463-2114 Fax 
1 (888) 279-0648 Toll Free 

 
  District Address 

700 N. St. Mary's Street, Suite 
1725 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

(210) 733-6604 
(210) 733-6605 Fax 

 Senator Royce West: 
 District 23 

Capitol Address 
The Honorable Royce West 
P.O. Box 12068 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

(512) 463-0123 
(512) 463-0299 Fax 

  District Address 
5787 S. Hampton Rd., Suite 385 
Dallas, Texas 75232 

(214) 467-0123   
(214) 467-0050 Fax 

  2612 Main Street, Suite 100 
Dallas, Texas 75226 

(214) 741-0123   
(214) 749-7830 Fax 

 Senator Tommy Williams: 
District 4 

Capitol Address 
The Honorable Tommy Williams 
P.O. Box 12068 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

(512) 463-0104 
(512) 463-6373 Fax 

 

  District Address 
2825 IH-10 East - Suite 100 
Beaumont, TX 77702 

(409) 896-2350  
(409) 896-2454 Fax 

  Mailing Address:  
P. O. Box 5819 
Beaumont, Texas 77726-5819 

 

  2441 High Timbers - Suite 400 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 

(281) 364-9426  
(281) 364-9473 Fax 

  Mailing Address: 
P. O. Box 8069  
The Woodlands, Texas  
77387-8069 

 

 Senator Judith Zaffirini:  
District 21 

Capitol Address 
The Honorable Judith Zaffirini 
P.O. Box 12068 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

(512) 463-0121 

  District Address 
1407 Washington Street 
Laredo, Texas 78042 

(956) 722-2293 
(956) 722-8586 Fax 

  12702 Toepperwein Rd, Suite 214 
San Antonio, Texas 78233 

(210) 657-0095 
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Interim Charges  

• Study the effectiveness of public school programs serving special education students, including 
autistic students. Specifically, consider whether special education services are adequately preparing 
students for post-secondary opportunities. The review should also include the availability and quality 
of the supports and services provided by adult services agencies for individuals with disabilities. Make 
recommendations for improving public school special education programs and the coordination of 
adult education services among state agencies. 

• Conduct a comprehensive review of the public school accountability system and make 
recommendations for improvements. The review shall include indicators in the current system, 
measures of district and campus performance, public expectations, individual student achievement and 
measures of teacher, program and financial effectiveness. 

• Review and make recommendations to improve the state's Adult Basic Education program. Emphasis 
should be placed on ways to advance literacy in Texas in order to promote economic and individual 
development. The review should also include a study of the coordination of adult education services 
among state agencies and the availability and accessibility of state and federal funding. 

• Review and make recommendations regarding best practices for programs targeted to improve the 
academic success of limited English-proficient students. 

• Review the access and quality of career and technical education programs in the state and make 
recommendations to improve these programs to address the economic and workforce needs of this 
state. 

• Make recommendations for controlling the costs of textbooks from kindergarten through higher 
education, and monitor the implementation of HB 188, 80th Legislature, relating to instructional 
materials. 

• Review and make recommendations that address the state's facility infrastructure needs for public 
schools, ensuring that funding remains stable, reliable and equitable. Examine the need for funding 
adjustments for factors that affect the need for facilities, such as fast growth, age and condition of 
facilities, adequacy of space, construction and land costs, and concentration of students requiring 
smaller class sizes. Assess the impact on property taxpayers of "rolling forward" the Existing Debt 
Allotment (EDA) each session and the change in biennial appropriations for the Instructional Facilities 
Allotment (IFA). (Joint Charge with Senate Finance Committee) 

• Review current property tax rates at school districts. Explore what mechanisms may exist to prevent 
any future constitutional funding challenges. Review any funding issues that are particular to certain 
types of school districts, such as fast growth districts. (Joint charge with Senate Finance Committee) 

• Monitor the implementation of legislation addressed by the Education Committee, 80th Legislature, 
Regular Session, and make recommendations for any legislation needed to improve, enhance and/or 
complete implementation. Specifically, monitor the implementation of HB 2237, relating to grants and 
programs for dropout prevention, high school success and college and workforce readiness in public 
schools. Include a review of the revised methodology the Texas Education Agency uses to calculate 
the dropout rate. Report on the implementation of education reforms in House Bill 1, 79th Third 
Called Special Session. The review should include: the implementation of the high school allotment, 
the development of the best practices clearinghouse and the electronic student records system, the 
alignment of curriculum to attain college readiness, student improvement/growth models and access to 
college credit in high school. The committee should also study and make recommendations on how to 
continue strengthening the P-16 Initiative to promote college attendance in this state. 


